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Commissioner for Patents 
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Reply to Office Action Issued July 2, 2008 



Dear Sir: 



Claims 1-38 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 
that restriction to one of the following two groups is necessary: 



Group I - Claims 1-15 and 25-37, drawn to an oral dosage medicament containing 
deoxypeganine. 

Group II - Claims 16-24 and 38, drawn to uses for cholinergic active substances. 
The Examiner explains in the Office action that the inventions listed as Groups I 



and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features since 
U.S. Patent No. 6,548,510 (Asmussen, et al.) teaches at column 2, lines 33-47, oral and 
transdermal pharmaceutical forms which controllably administer deoxypeganine or one of 
its pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salts (e.g., hydrochloride or hydrobromide 
salt of deoxypeganine). The Examiner also states that the doses are further taught as 
comprising excipients, such as flow-improving agents, solvents, and oils, as well as 
comprising 0.7-50% by weight of free deoxypeganine. 

The Applicants object to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse. It is 
respectfully submitted that the claims of Group I are directed to an orally administrable 
film-shaped medicament containing deoxypeganine and/or a deoxypeganine derivative. 
Claims 16 to 24 (Group II) pertain to the use of deoxypeganine or a deoxypeganine 
derivative for producing an oral, film-shaped medicament. Therefore, it is submitted that 
these two groups of claims pertain to the use of specific pharmaceutically active 
ingredients for manufacturing a specific medicament, namely, an orally administrable, 
film-shaped dosage form and to said medicament as such. 

It is further submitted by the Applicants that, with respect to the "corresponding . 
technical features in view of Asmussen, et al.," the prior art reference only briefly 
mentions pharmaceutical dosage form for oral, transdermal or otherwise parenteral 
administration, and proposes that desoxypeganine can be present in such dosage forms in 
the form of a pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt. Asmussen, et al. fail to 
provide any indication that oral administration forms may be present in the form of a 



film. Moreover, it is submitted that the oral administration form in Asmussen, et al. only 
pertains to conventional oral administration forms, such as tablets, capsules, lozenges, or 
liquids. Without any detailed disclosure pertaining to oral, film-shaped dosage forms, 
this characterization of the present invention appears to be sufficient to illustrate the 
single inventive concept the claims of both groups share. It is submitted that this is not 
contradicted by the fact that the claims directed to the medicament as such and the claims 
pertaining to the use of the active ingredient contain features being specific for each claim 
category and absent in the claims of the other category. Therefore, it is respectfully 
submitted that the claims of Group I and Group II are linked by the same technical 
features. 

The Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group I (which consist of claims 1-15 
and 25-37, drawn to an oral dosage medicament containing deoxypeganine) for further 
prosecution on the merits thereof. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 



D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
1940 E. 6 th St. -6 th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2294 
(216) 771-3800 
DPH/SM 
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Reg. No. 24,603 
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